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 Itñs hard to believe that it has been two months since the 
South Carolina District Convention.  It was a convention to 
remember.  Janet and I were talked into taking on the role of 
Chapter Directors at the convention.  The District said that 
we would only have to spend an hour a week as chapter di-
rectors.  That was the same line that we were handed when 
we started working with the Boy Scouts.   
May and June have been very busy months for us with the 
end of school, college preparations, boy scouts, and Skills 
USA in Kansas City.  May was the end of high school for our 
son Erik.  It seemed like every week we had more to do to 
get ready for the big day.  
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   Carole and I left Florence June 5, 2010 at about 
12:15PM headed to Radcliff Kentucky, to visit my 
school chum and friend Berk Bryant. Now for a little 
background; we were school buddies, ran around to-
gether after we finished school to round and square 
dances. He became a DJ at station WWOD in 
Lynchburg Virginia and later worked at station WBRG 
and later worked at General Electric (GE) for a while 
before he went into the service. Twenty-six years 
later he retired from the Army and landed a job as a 
country DJ at a public radio station in Louisville, 
KY, that was 20 years ago. To regress back for a min-
ute while working at GE, I got a job as a part time DJ 
at the same station Berk worked at, named WBRG, 
and worked there until I transferred to Florence, SC 
with GE.  Now, back to the trip. We arrived at a 
Cracker Barrel in Elizabeth Town, called îE-Town KY.ï 
at about 9:15PM where we met Berk. We went in and 
had a bite to eat and then headed for his house in 
Radcliff which was about a 45 minute ride. 
 
   The next morning we were up about 8:30AM had 
coffee, and went to find breakfast.( No, Berk doesn't 
cook) After breakfast we headed to Fort Knox to visit 
the General Patton's museum, and I never saw so 
many tanks, French, German, Japanese, and US. There 
was a statue of General Patton carved out of wood. 
We were told that the person that carved it started 
with a piece of wood over 6 feet long and the carving 
looked just like him. 
 
   We left there and went down to a Dairy Queen for 
some ice cream, then headed off to Owensboro Ky. 
which was about 85 miles away; to visit the Bluegrass 
hall of fame. Boy, was that a treat! (If you like blue-
grass music!). There was memorabilia from Earl 
Scruggs, Don Reno, and Uncle Josh. Oh, if you are not 
fans of bluegrass and you don't know these people, 
take my word for it, they were great performers! 
After a long tour we left and headed back to Radcliff 
to find a place for dinner. (Remember, Berk doesn't 
cook). He took us to an îout of the way placeï called 
Doe Run Inn, and man, what a place! It was a buffet, 
sea food and you could hurt yourself. There were 
Crab legs, salmon, shrimp; I don't remember all there 
was, all I know is I ate too much. Then we headed 
home where Berk entertained us with magic. Oh I for-
get to mention that he is a very good magician. 

   Saturday morning we up again about 8:15AM, had coffee, 
(Berk doesn't cook) we headed for a Cracker Barrel and 
again ate too much. We then went shopping for more San-
Disk cards and film. Then we headed out in the country 
about 25 miles to an all-day (you guessed it) Bluegrass Pick-
ing! I did not know any of the bands there but they were all 
real good. As it had started to get late, we left to again find 
a place to eat (Berk doesn't cook). He again out did himself 
by taking us to a train station called Whistle Stop. I was an 
old converted hardware store and the food was great. 
Again I ate too much. We headed to Berk's house and were 
pretty tired, so we turned in early. 
 
  We were up a little bit earlier Sunday morning, had coffee 
and off to find breakfast (Berk doesn't cook). We found 
Hardees and had sausage biscuits. Then we went to church 
with Berk. After church we headed to Louisville KY to get 
aboard the îBelle of Louisvilleï, which is a paddle boat that 
goes down the Ohio River for about an hour and turns 
around and goes back. While on the Belle we were served a 
great buffet lunch and you guessed it there was a blue-
grass band picking the whole time! We departed the boat 
about 4:30PM and headed for the Vernon Club, (Oh, I for-
get to mention the reason we went was it was Berk's 80th 
birthday and the radio station was throwing a party at the 
club). It started at 8:00PM and lasted until 10:00PM which is 
the time that Berk is normally on the air, so it was broad-
casted. On the way back to Berk's house we had to stop for 
coffee and donuts. We arrived about 12:30AM, and went 
straight to bed. We got up Monday morning at 6:15AM and 
said our goodbye, and were on the road headed home at 
7:15AM and arrived in Florence at about 5:00PM.  If you 
ever go to Kentucky look up Berk, and he will show you a 
wonderful time! 

 

Jack 
 

 

 
Editorñs note:  more info can be found about the Belle of 
Louisville at www.belleoflouisville.org/  and Bluegrass music 
can always be heard coming from the speakers of Jack and 
Caroleñs trike. 

îOur Trip to Kentuckyï 

http://www.belleoflouisville.org/
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 We went to several award ceremonies because Erik attended two different schools and 
was best in state in computer maintenance for Skills USA.  We also had to go to Erikñs col-
lege of choice, Frances Marion several times for a host of different meetings.   
June was just as busy. It started with meetings and rides for Chapter B.  Getting the hot 
potato at our meeting and giving it away to a different chapter.  Chapter O had a Gum 
Ball thing ride and picnic. We had a great ride and even better fellowship with all who 
came.  I went to Charleston and was a judge at the 5th Annual Palmetto Police Motorcy-
cle Skills Competition.  We had a great time even though it rained and washed out part of 
the competition. I talked to several officers from the Pentagon Police Department and 
got up dated on what was happening back in DC where I worked in Public Safety.   The 
last week of June was summer camp with the Boy Scouts.  Outside of a few medical 
emergencies summer camp was a good time for all.  Janet camped with us and was Mom 
to all our scouts.  It is amazing how much better scout behave when a mom is around. I 
was the medical emergency I mentioned earlier.  I had a major nosebleed that would not 
stop and had to be taken to the Carolina Pines Emergency Room to get my nose packed.  
After guaranteeing that I would set around and relax at camp the doctor let me go back 
to summer camp.  I relaxed at camp and was able to finish the week at camp.  The day I 
got home and did some work around the house, I got another major nosebleed and back 
I went to get it packed again.  Now I have to be good and not do much so that things will 
heal up. For the next few months I will be going to the doctors to see what is causing this 
to happen.   
I hope that July and August will be a lot slower so that we can start to settle into our 
new positions and get Chapter B up and running again.  We would like to start planning 
more rides and visit other chapters as time permits.  Tell next time Ride safe.     
Editorñs note: On July 12th, after this article was written, Frank had ENT surgery, and is on 
the road to recovery.  He is just waiting out the time until the ENT Doctor clears him to 
get back on the bike. 

Frank got a great deal on tires at 
Chapter Pñs safety day in May. He 
took the tires off his bike, took 
them to Columbia, and got them 
replaced.  
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   Let me begin with thanking and congratulating Frank 
and Janet Stoda for accepting the position of Chapter 
Directors for Chapter B.  The circumstances and condi-
tions around my stepping down were tumultuous and I am 
grateful that, in the end, our plan of succession worked. 
 
So what comes next?  Well, the next Chapter following 
Chapter B is to continue the mission to bring readily avail-
able and affordable rider training to the Florence area.  
After the events of bringing a GWRRA course to the Flor-
ence Regional Airport were unsuccessful earlier this 
Spring, we regrouped and re-examined our motives and 
approach.  Deep introspection, more than just a word of 
two of prayer and much encouragement from friends 
convinced me more than ever that bringing a motorcycle 
training range and curriculum to fruition was vitally impor-
tant.  Nothing of this magnitude is ever done by just one 
person, and I am thankful for the help and support of 
many others who felt as strongly as I do in order to find 
success. 
 
It began, interestingly, with a meeting with our Pastor at 
Biker Church USA, Tommy Bolger.  It seems Tommy was 
looking for a Sunday School teacher for a Menñs group at 
church and felt I had what he was looking for.  Apparently, 
as we talked he became more and more convinced, then 
he asked me îWhere was my heart?ï  I thought about that 
question and I realized my heart was anchored on teaching 
motorcycle riders how to survive the mean streets out 
there.  I shared with Tommy how I felt drawn to teach 
motorcycle safety, and if I had the chance, how I would go 
about it.  Tommy asked me to put together a plan to 
setup a range and all the details to make that happen. 
 
Elated at a second chance, I wore out the MSF website.  I 
found all the instructions, forms and guides; everything 
needed to establish a new range from scratch.  After eve-
rything was assembled and costs quantified, Tommy and I 
met again.  Following a careful review, he agreed to sup-
port the range with Biker Church USA as the official spon-
sor.  The next major milestone was to have the State 
Rider Education Coordinator review the plans and sign off.  
I asked SC Rider Ed Program Manager, Ron Carty, to re-
view our plans.  Not only did Ron approve and sign off, he 
was enthusiastically supportive and instrumental in guiding 
us through the insurance maze. 
With that complete, it was time to visit the good folks at 
the airport again.  Gary Proffitt joined me to meet with 
airport management.  They remained unwavering in their 
support for a community-based rider education program, 
as before, provided we could meet their security require-

ments.  We worked together to find a solution that satisfied eve-
ryone.  Now, all the parts we in place and aligned.  Biker School 
was going to happen! 
 
All the MSF forms were filled out, photos taken, and signatures 
collected.  The whole bundle was sent to MSF and ten days later 
we had our range number in hand.  Our range was officially certi-
fied!  The recommended insurance underwriter was contacted 
and all the details finalized.  A week later we had an insurance 
policy in place.  Finally, I took a one day course on airport opera-
tions protocol and safety practices, as required by Airport Secu-
rity.  Now we had physical access to the range site to actually 
begin work! 
 
The community has been amazingly supportive and helpful.  
Church members donated materials, created a Facebook page, 
arranged publicity, and gave their time, effort, and many prayers 
to move this forward.  Together with family and friends, we cut 
weeds, dug away silt, swept over an acre and a half of concrete 
clean, measured lines, marked arcs and painted and painted and 
painted.  To my amazement, over six gallons of paint were 
needed to paint the range with three inch wide lines. What we 
now have is a dedicated, ERC-only training range surrounded by 
over five acres of unobstructed, flat, grassy area that is fully 
fenced in so no vehicle traffic can accidently intrude. 
 
We plan to offer classes throughout the year at least once per 
month.  While most classes will be a focused, one-day course, we 
recognize that does not fit everyoneñs schedule.  So we will also 
offer an evening course, covering the same material in four eve-
nings spread over a two week period.  We want to reach out into 
the biker community and make this training and practice oppor-
tunity as broadly available as possible.  Any group or association, 
including GWRRA, who may be interested in the use of the range 
for a privately sponsored class, should contact Biker School di-
rectly. 
 
Excitement and optimism run high.  I am hopeful that all bikers 
will realize that taking a course is not an admission of weakness 
or lack of skill, but rather an opportunity to improve their riding 
and have some fun.  Riding is dangerous.  The crash statistics 
have been trending in the wrong direction for many years and 
the numbers donñt lie.  If we, as riders, motorcyclists, bikers or 
whatever we choose to call ourselves donñt start doing some-
thing different, the numbers will only continue to get worse.  So 
come on out, bring a friend and letñs start saving skin, one biker 
at a time! 
 
John 
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   On June 18th I had the pleasure of judging at the Palmetto Police Motorcycle Skills Com-
petition.  It was an exiting event and for someone that worked closely with Fairfax 
County Police Motor Squad, it was a chance to catch up on the motor squad happenings 
up and down the East Coast.  It seems that even public safety has been drastically af-
fected by budget cuts.  Many of the usual competitors did not make it to the competi-
tion, including Fairfax County, because of lack of funding.   
I was part of a three person team judging the star obstacle.   The competitors entered 
the star at the base and had to do a counter-clockwise circle at each star point. It is hard 
to see, but the picture below shows two points of the star.  The competitors must not 
leave the course, not touch any cones, and especially do not drop your bike.  

                                                 
The competitors were all very good riders and judging was tough.  Many of the competi-
tors had very clean runs and good times, but we had some brushes with the cones and 
the occasional foot down.  

            

The 5th Annual Palmetto Police Motorcycle 

 Skills Competition 

By Frank Stoda 

Continued on Page 6 
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The 5th Annual Palmetto Police Motorcycle 

Skills Competition 

(continued from page 5) 

About half way through the competition, rains came in and stopped the action, the 
blacktop got too wet to continue safely.  After lunch the competition switched to the 
slow ride.  The water on the blacktop did not affect that competition as much.   
 

            
 

It was a great privilege to work with these outstanding men and women as they took 
time off to compete in the Palmetto Police Motorcycle Skills Competition.  The police 
officers that ride in the completions spend many hours a month on their bikes protect-
ing our roads.  They practice competition maneuvers for months before the competi-
tion.  I am proud that I could be a part of this event and plan to be a judge again next 
year. 
 
Frank 
 
 
 
 
 
Editors note:  Next year the event will be called îPalmetto Police  Motorcycle Training 
Seminar.ï The event will be held March 24-26, 2011. in North Charleston SC 



BikerSchool 
An Experienced Rider Experience 
 
Most of us are seasoned riders with plenty of years and thousands of miles to prove it.  Some have 
taken formal training, but the fact is most of us have not.  One of the many findings from the land-
mark motorcycle crash study entitled îMotorcycle Accident Cause Factors and Identification of 
Countermeasuresï, commonly known as the Hurt Report, was that only 8% of riders involved in 
crashes had taken any kind of formal training.  The other 92% were either self-taught or got a few 
pointers from a friend or family member. 
 
Subsequent studies, while all much smaller in scope than the Hurt Report, discovered an interesting 
finding I call the afterglow effect.  People who complete a motorcycle training course are much less 
likely to be involved in a crash ì reinforcing Hurtñs findings ì but the effect begins to diminish after 
six months.  After a year, there is little difference between the two groups. 
 
More recently, I was corrected that practice does not make perfect ì practice makes permanent.  In 
the ensuing debate, I learned that one of the main reasons the military trains so repetitively is that 
under stress or in an emergency, people do not rise to the occasion, they sink to the level of their 
training or habits. 
 
As motorcyclists, most of us are aware of the hazards and risks that come with riding.  That is why 
we wear helmets, gloves, eye protection, and so forth.  But what about developing and practicing 
the skills to avoid the crash in the first place?  Acquiring the skills to corner with the correct tech-
nique, brake effectively, and swerve in either direction are not simply picked up.  They are taught 
and practiced, over and over again.  Periodically, a refresher course is critical to keeping those skills 
sharp.  When a situation occurs, the rider can sink to their level of training and, hopefully, success-
fully execute the appropriate maneuver and avoid becoming a statistic because the level of training 
and practice was so high. 
 
The BikerSchool at Florence Airport, Sponsored by Biker Church USA and sanctioned by the Motorcy-
cle Safety Foundation (MSF) is focused on providing a secure environment and proven curriculum 
for experienced riders to improve and practice their skills through the Experienced Rider Course®  
(ERC) Skills Practice RiderCourseSM .   This eight hour class consists of classroom and group discussion 
and five hours of skill-building exercises on the range.  All range exercises are low speed maneuvers 
that emphasize complete control and precise technique.  Upon successful completion of the course, 
riders earn an MSF RiderCourse card.  The card is good for earning discounts with many insurance 
companies.  Details vary, so please check with your agent.  Completion of this course also satisfies 
the training requirements the Tour Rider, or Level II, of the GWRRA Rider Ed Levels Program. 
 
 
 

MSF Training Advertisement. 
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The instructor at BikerSchool is certified, experienced and insured.  Certifications include the Motorcy-
cle Safety Foundationñs RiderCoach for the Basic, Intermediate, Experienced and Advanced Rider 
Courses, and the Gold Wing Road Riders Associationñs Rider Course Instructor for MSFñs ERC.  
 We have four years experience and hundreds of students successfully completing training at all levels.  
All BikerSchool classes are, of course, fully insured by US Insurance Inc.  Our insurance certificate is 
available for inspection upon request. 
 
The usual safety gear is required, including a DOT helmet, long sleeve shirt/jacket, long pants, full-
fingered gloves, over-the-angle footwear and eye protection.  Riders must be at least 18, provide 
their own bike, with current registration and insurance, and have a motorcycle license or permit.  Rid-
ers are required to sign standard waiver forms and complete a T-CLOCK form to verify their motorcy-
cle is in safe operating condition. 
 
Whether you have ridden 2,000 miles or 100,000 miles, everyone has room for improvement, and any 
day on a motorcycle is fun!   To see the schedule of events, visit us on Facebook at http://
www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Florence-SC/BikerSchool/125004910875321.  Or just do a 
quick search for BikerSchool on Facebook and follow the link. 
 
We will schedule a class exclusively for your group with five or more registrations.  If you fill the class 
with ten riders, everyone receives a $5.00 discount. 
 
To register for a scheduled class or arrange a private class for your group, call (843) 319-3228 or 
email bikerschool@yahoo.com 

MSF Training Advertisement. 
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August 7      Chapter îBï Gathering 
August 7     Little Mountain Parade 
Sep 16ìSep 18  Region A Convention  
Sept 23-25   Wings over the Smokies: 
Contact Larry R ASAP if you are going.  
October 9-District Picnic 
October 30     Chapter B Annual Picnic 
 

Dinner Ridesì   
July 29thì Shady Rest 
August 12ì Ranche Grande 
August 26ì Shugs 

Graphics and Pictures: 
Janet Stoda 
Frank Stoda 
John Petrush 
Internet 

Find out what is really 
going on in îChapter 
Bï  Check out our 
webpage at: 
www. Peedeewings.com 
or on Facebook: Pee Dee 
Wings GWRRA SC-B 
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 Join Us For  

FIESTA OF WINGS   

AT 
The Wingate  

April 28 -  30, 2011   

More information at 

http://www.gwrrasc.com 

 2011 SC District Convention 




